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INTRODUCTION 

 
Brief History of the Irish Mission and  

the Dublin Seventh-day Adventist Church 
 

The Advent message reached the Isle of Ireland in 1889 through the work of 
American colporteurs such as William Hutchinson, with the first Seventh-day 
Adventist Church being officially organized on Sunday, 5 July 1891, in Banbridge. 
The meeting was held in Parkmount House, Banbridge, there being representatives 
from Banbridge, Tandragee, Clones, Coleraine and Belfast, and was called by Elder 
D. A. Robinson. The Belfast church was organized shortly after that and initially met 
in Florenceville Avenue, Ormeau Road, Belfast; around 1956-1957, a purpose-built 
church was constructed at 74 Lisburn Road, which still houses the recently extended 
Belfast Church today. 
  

The Irish Mission of Seventh-day Adventists was organized in 1902, and in 
1917 it numbered 141 members; in 1922 the Church grew to 200. However, from 
that year, the membership began to be negatively affected by emigration. [It is 
significant to mention that from that period until the late 1990s the Church found it 
difficult to record any significant growth; and while emigration played an important 
role in its stagnation, immigration marked the Church’s resurgence]. 

 
The work in Dublin was started in 1898 by M. A. Altman, with a small church 

group meeting in various locations around the city (ibidem). Only after the 
Oireachtas (parliament) signed “The Republic of Ireland Act” on 21 December 
1948, which came into effect on the 33rd anniversary of the Easter Rising on 18 April 
19491, was the Church formally organized and recognized. According to the 
Companies Registration Office, the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Ireland was set 
up on Thursday, 25 August 19492. The Dublin congregation was formally organized 
and the Dublin Ranelagh church opened in 19563. Currently, the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church has three (3) church congregations, one (1) company, and one (1) 
group in the Dublin Region, with the Ranelagh church building being the only 
property owned by the Church in Dublin to date4.   

 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/ireland-gained-independence-66-years-ago-today-1948.  
2 https://search.benefacts.ie/org/. 
3 Sisson, George. 2019. Interview by author (Pr. Dan Serb). Dublin, September 12. 
4 24 April 2020. 
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Internal Statistics and Trends 
 
The last ten years5 have seen a dramatic increase in the membership of the Irish 
Mission, and the Dublin area in particular, with the later comprising of almost half 
(44.56%) of the Church’s membership (Figure 1). Comparatively, the growth has 
been on par with the rest of the Mission (Figure 2). 
 

 
Figure 1: Dublin and Irish Mission membership (2008-2018)6 

 
 

 
Figure 2: Comparative growth – Irish Mission & Dublin churches (2008-2018) 

 
It is fair to assume that attendance has followed a similar trend, with even 

more people attending than people who are registered in the books. In the last 
three years, the administration has made provisions to encourage attendees who 
are members of the Adventist church to transfer their membership to the church 
they frequent regularly. However, this has been a migratory, dynamic, and 
fluctuating process difficult to monitor and adequately document. 

 

 
5 The statistical research pertaining to the Irish Mission uses data up to 2018. 
6 Dublin West Church was known as Castleknock group from 2012 to 2104; Drumcondra company had its own 
membership recorded from 2015 to 2017 – in 2018 their membership was counted together with the Dublin 
Ranelagh Church. 
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Tithe returns have also seen a notable increase, with 2017 and 2018 
recording increases of over 20% from year to year (Figure 3). 

 

 
Figure 3: Tithe returns Dublin churches (2009-2018) 

 
There are a number of factors which have affected the churches in Dublin and 

which have determined the trends highlighted above. Probably the most impactful 
phenomena which led to the steady increase in membership has been immigration. 
Since the late 1990s, Ireland became a desirable destination for many people from 
Eastern Europe, Africa, and Asia (to name a few world-regions) seeking a better life. 
The Irish economic context (the economic boom known as the “Celtic tiger”) 
coupled with immigration-friendly legislation made Ireland, and Dublin in particular, 
a sought-after place for young adults and young families. Some of those who 
immigrated were members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church thus bolstering the 
otherwise dwindling ranks of Adventists in the region. (It may be worth mentioning 
that in 1998 there were circa 20 church members in Dublin Ranelagh church, the 
only organised church group in existence at the time). 

 
As time passed, many of those who moved to Dublin saw their children grow 

and become acculturated and integrated into the Irish society – these are the “new 
Irish”. Some of them were baptized, thus adding to the church membership, while 
others, sadly, chose (or are choosing) to leave the church of their parents. Two of 
the reasons given by them for this are: (1) lack of a focused ministry on youth and 
their needs, and (2) lack of facilities specifically designated to youth and their needs. 

 
Another reason for membership ascendency was intentional and targeted 

evangelism. As part of the “Make God Known” theme, previous Mission president, 
Pr. David Neal, initiated and led out in the City of Hope Project which ran between 
2013 and 2015, which resulted in the baptism of 65 people. The Project consisted 
of a number of community outreach events and a main evangelistic program in the 
form of public lectures presented by Pr. Mark Finley.   
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The aforementioned drive to encourage immigrant Adventist attendees to 

transfer their membership to the local church, alongside an increased satisfaction of 
members with the pastoral care, nurture, and outreach-oriented leadership 
provided by the pastoral team, have also aided the growth experienced in the 
Church in the last decade. 

 
This positive perception of pastoral ministry is also evidenced by the tithe 

returns illustrated in Figure 3; it is worth mentioning the rapid recovery in faithful 
giving after the financial crash which began in 2007-2008, with 2014 marking the 
turning point. Moreover, the Irish Mission has managed to record the highest year-
to-year returns (in %) in recent years, compared to other British Union Conferences 
and Missions (Figure 4). 

 

 
Figure 4: British Union comparative tithe returns (December 2016 – December 2018) 

 
Membership Overview7 

 
The membership of the Seventh-day Adventists in Ireland and Northern Ireland is 
very diverse; it is accurate to say that the vast majority of churches and church 
groups are multicultural and multi-ethnic. This is true also of the Dublin churches 
where over 30 nationalities are represented across the congregations (Figure 5).  

 

 
Figure 5: Nationalities represented in the Dublin Seventh-day Adventist congregations 

 
7 The information in this section has been complied with the input of two current pastors in Dublin, namely Pr. 
Adam Keough and Pr. Christian Sălcianu. 
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It is worth noting that the Church in Dublin is relatively young with a likely 

age average of 35-388, while young people between the ages of 15 and 25 
constitute approximately 20% of the Church body (Figure 6). However, it is 
estimated that circa 21% of young people have already left the church, or stopped 
attending church, within the last 5-10 years (Figure 7); even though this is below the 
50-60% world average, it is still a disturbing statistic.  

 

 
Figure 6: Percentage of young people in the Dublin churches 

 

 
Figure 7: Percentage of young people who left the Church 

   
 
 
 

 
8 This estimate refers to attendees rather than members on the official books of the Church. 
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Community Context 
 

Dublin is the capital of Ireland and it is located in the province of Leinster on the 
east coast of the country, at the mouth of the River Liffey. With a history dating back 
to the 9th century, it has a population of over 1,214,600 people (2019)9 in the 
metropolitan area. Over the past 10-15 years, Ireland and Dublin in particular, have 
become ethnically very diverse; in the Dublin Region, the foreign-born population 
represents over 20% of the total population. 
  

“The Central Statistics Office predicts [that] the Dublin Region will reach a 
population of 2.1 million by 2020, and Dublin City will have a population of 
610,000. By 2031, Dublin could surpass 5 million, with most people living in the 
greater Dublin area of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and Wicklow rather than other 
regions.”10 The following charts and tables illustrate the most important changes in 
population and demographics in Ireland in recent years, as sourced from the Census 
Ireland 2016 website11; each graph or table is followed or preceded by a brief 
analysis and/or explanatory comment. 
  

As mentioned earlier, immigration has changed the demographic landscape 
of Ireland where mixed Irish and non-Irish households increased by 14.7% in April 
2016 (since 2011) to 134,838, and with dual Irish nationality growing by a dramatic 
87.4% to 104,784 during the same period. Herewith below are the top 10 non-Irish 
nationalities currently living in Ireland (Figure 10): 
 

 
Figure 10: Top 10 non-Irish nationalities living in Ireland (2016) 

 
9 http://worldpopulationreview/world-cities/dublin-population/. 
10 Ibid. 
11 https://cso.ie/en/census/. 
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This also means that English and Irish are not the only languages spoken in 

Irish homes today, as illustrated in Figure 11: 
 

 
Figure 11: Foreign languages spoken at home in Ireland (2016) 

 
 The average age of the Irish population is just over 36 years-of-age, with the 
“non-Irish” and ‘other ethnicities” segments of the population lowering this average 
considerably (see Figure 12 and Figure 13). 
 

 
Figure 12: Average age of population in 2016 compared to 2011 

  

 
Figure 13: Ethnic population by age (2016) 
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Irish society is going through dramatic changes which could be seen as 

somehow perplexing and paradoxical; Ireland has been (and largely still is) 
considered to be a ‘conservative’ society as reflected in its laws and civic practices 
which have been deeply rooted in the Catholic tradition. However, a process of 
secularization began to take place in late 1990s, culminating with the referendum of 
22 May 2015, which approved changing the Constitution to extend civil marriage 
rights to same-sex couples12, and the referendum of 25 May 2018 when the Irish 
people voted by 66.4% to 33.6% to repeal the Eight Amendment on abortion13. 

 
Statistics seem to suggest that the secularization of Irish society is due, to a 

great degree and amongst other factors, to increased immigration; the finding is of 
special interest as informal assessments of immigration’s impact on the Seventh-day 
Adventist church in Ireland seem to suggest the opposite, i.e. the value systems and 
cultural heritage of the Church’s immigrant membership usually tends to resist 
breaking away with tradition.  
 

Religious Profile 
 

Figure 14 gives a comparative overview of the religious affiliation distribution in 
2011 and 2016; it is significant to note that the most dramatic increase from 2011 is 
the “no religion” section of the population; the increase seems to be much greater 
among the non-Irish (immigrant) segment of the population (Figure 15), and the 
youth (Figure 16). 
 

 
Figure 14: Population by religion (2011, 2016) 

 

 
12 https://www.irishtimes.com /news/politics/marriage-referendum. 
13 https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/abortion-referendum.  
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Figure 15: No religion by broad nationality (2011, 2016) 

 

 
Figure 16: Age distribution of total population and those with no religion (2016) 

 
Major Needs in Dublin 

 
One of the major needs highlighted by the Dublin City Council is social inclusion: 
“Set up in early 2000, Dublin City Council’s Inclusion Section works actively in the 
development and promotion of inclusion initiatives, events, projects and 
programmes throughout Dublin City.”14 These initiatives focus on creating 
awareness about, promoting, and understanding inclusion, as well as celebrating 

 
14 http://www.dublincity.ie/socialinclusion.  
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diversity across the city. Other issues people face in Dublin are expensive and 
insufficient housing, substance misuse and abuse, and mental health issues (as 
identified by the “Hard to Reach” initiative15). Last, but not least, unemployment 
presents a serious challenge to the youth in Dublin, with Ireland recording the 
highest rate of young people receiving state benefits across the 35 countries of 
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development).16 
  

Many of our church members face these challenges as well, as over 90% of 
the members of the Dublin churches live in the Dublin Region. Unfortunately, the 
impact of the Church’s witness and ministry on the aforementioned needs is almost 
insignificant (scale-wise), mainly due to the penetration ratio of Adventists to the 
Dublin population of just over 0.033%, and the lack of Church institutions and 
Centres of Influence. (Cuisle Centre in Dublin Ranelagh Church is the only such 
centre the Church runs.)  

 
 

INITIAL MOTIVATION 
 

The Irish Mission administration initially initiated the Dublin Building Project in order 
to provide (1) a second church building for the growing membership in Dublin, and 
(2) a second Centre of Influence (which would be part of the church building). 
 
NOTE: The area where such a building would be situated is (and was from the start) 
West of Dublin. 
 
 

PROJECT TIMELINE 
 

The timeline below outlines the search process and the various options explored, as 
well as the reasoning behind the decisions taken, and it is supported by email 
communication found in Annexe 1. (We should mention here that Pr. Christian 
Sălcianu has been instrumental in driving various aspects of the search and that, at 
his invitation, a number of the Dublin West Church elders have also been involved, 
giving of their time and energy to this process). [Please note that, even though I 
have done my best to compile a timeline of all important dates and events/actions, 
some may have escaped me (especially those before my tenure) and some of the 
private meetings with pastors and church groups which I did not include; I kindly 
encourage you to inform me of any inaccuracies so that this timeline is as accurate 

 
15 http://www.dublinpeople.com/news/northsideeast/articles/2019/04/21/4172606-report-highlights-youth-
needs/. 
16 https://www.thejournal.ie/unemployment-young-people-3011946-Oct2016/. 
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as possible. Moreover, the reasons/comments section constitute my interpretation 
of the said events/actions/decisions.]17 
 

Colours legend: 
 

OPTION 1: Damastown religious hub project (DBP) 
OPTION 2: Baldoyle House 
OPTION 3: Lucan property 
OPTION 4: Walkinstown property 

 
Date Event/Action/Decision Reasons/Comments 

2013-2015 Pr. David Neal and the Dublin pastors 
begin discussing the need for a 
second building in Dublin. 
A developer makes query regarding 
interest in buying the Dublin Ranelagh 
Church. 
The possibility of building a larger 
church to accommodate worshipers in 
Dublin is explored by Pr. Neal and the 
Dublin pastors. 
A building conceptual plan is drawn. 
A Dublin-wide meeting is called and a 
proposal is forwarded (to sell Ranelagh 
and build a bigger church). The 
proposal is voted down and Ranelagh 
is refurbished. 
The idea of a second building in 
Dublin is incorporated in the City of 
Hope initiative (to accommodate 
current and envisaged needs). 

 

02.02.2015 Irish Mission Executive Committee 
votes to make an investigatory 
application to the Trans-European 
Division for funds from the 13th 
Sabbath Overflow Offering (due in 
2017) in order to proceed with 
building a second church in Dublin.  

Pr. David Neal files the 
application with the Trans-
European Division (2015-
2016).  

June 2016 The Trans-European Division agrees 
for Dublin to be a beneficiary of the 
13th Sabbath Overflow Offering when 
allocated to TED in 2017 
(US$330,000.00 or €290,000.00). 

The original document for this 
application is Annexe 2. 

October 2016 Irish Mission Session delegates vote 
for the funds to be used for a 2nd 
church building and centre of 
influence in the West of Dublin. 

 

 
17 Author’s note (Pr. Dan Serb). 
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11.01.2017 TED news reports that Dublin will 
benefit from the said offering for the 
purpose of building a new church and 
centre of influence. 

A new church and centre of 
influence were mentioned in 
the application made to the 
GC (TED). The two went (and 
go) hand-in-hand. 

April 2018 The IM administration calls a meeting 
of the Dublin churches’ leadership for 
consultation and to develop a search 
strategy. Begin looking at various 
options (land in Fingal Council 
buildings, warehouses).  

 

  10 September 2018 The Admin (we) send Joe McPeake of 
McPeake Auctioneers a letter with the 
Church’s requirements asking him to 
negotiate with the Fingal Council on 
our behalf. (We asked for a separate 
piece of land in order to build a 
church and a community centre.)  

OPTION 1: Damastown Ave. 
Joe helped Betania Church 
(Romanian) to buy/lease land 
in Damastown Avenue. The 
land was leased for 250 years 
and the contract was signed 
in 2015.  

6 November 2018 Christopher Krief of CK Architecture is 
contacted to seek advice. 

 

15 November 2018 Joe informs us that the Council has 
taken our application under scrutiny 
but that there are other churches and 
faith communities interested in land in 
the same area (he makes mention of 
the Hindu community). 

 

16 November 2018 Email from Joe: “I have requested 
[from the Fingal Council] a figure of 2 
½ acres which I feel will cover the 
building and your parking 
requirements. We will of course have 
to have a discussion with the other 
interested churches in relation to 
synergy in the context of parking and 
sports facilities”.  

This is the first time such 
synergy is mentioned (the 
idea of more than one or two 
sharing communal facilities).  

09.01.2019 A draft (in principle) memorandum of 
understanding and joint land 
acquisition proposal is signed by the 
IM Admin (subject to further 
discussions, IM Executive Committee 
approval, and Fingal County Council 
input) with the Apurva Charity (Hindu). 

The document was discussed 
and approved (with an 
understanding for further 
study to be done) at the IM 
Executive Committee 
meeting of 6 January 2019. 

12 February 2019 Email from Derek Tumbleton from 
Fingal Council: “Fingal County Council 
advise that they presently have 5 
churches seeking land in Powerstown 
[Damastown Avenue]. The Council 
have suggested that the 5 churches 
should come together and then 
submit an overall proposal to avoid 

The Council invites the 5 
churches (and community 
faiths) to work on a combined 
master plan which would 
grant the individual entities 
land for places of worship and 
sharing of parking, 



 15 

duplication of parking, community 
facilities, etc.”  

community and sporting 
facilities.  

February-September 
2019 

The search continues and various 
options are explored, but nothing 
materializes. 

 

04.06.2019 Email from Pr. Christian Sălcianu 
makes the Admin aware of another 
option.  

OPTION 2: Baldoyle House 
(Annexe 3). 

14.06.2019 Earl comes to Dublin and we visit 
Baldoyle House.  

Building seems suitable for 
purpose. Agent is informed of 
our intention to purchase. He 
reverts to us with news that 
the building would not qualify 
for place of worship planning 
permission. We are forced to 
abandon this option. 

20.08.2019 Pr. Cristian Sălcianu makes a query on 
Daft.ie re a property for sale in Lucan. 

OPTION 3: Lucan Liffey 
Bridge & Hills Industrial 
Estate (Annexe 4). 

27.08.2019 Pr. Christian and Pr. Dan visit the site 
and meet with the agent. 

 

03.09.2019 Earl comes to Dublin and joins the two 
pastors in another visit of the property. 

 

03.09.2019 Joe McPeake writes to tell us that the 
Council have asked for all the parties 
interested (and we are part of the 
plans) to commence talks on a 
religious hub in Dublin 15. 

 

19.09.2019 Presentation done at the BUC 
Executive Committee and appeal for 
financial support for the project. The 
Committee votes: €50,000.00 grant 
and €50,000.00 loan to Irish Mission 
towards the 2nd building and centre of 
influence project in Dublin. 

 

24.09.2019 After Pr. Adam Keough is made aware 
of an offer for a different building, Pr. 
Adam and Pr. Dan meet with Robert 
Berkley and look at a property in 
Walkinstown. The asking price is in 
excess of 1.45M. 

OPTION 4: Walkinstown 
(Annexe 5). 

26.09.2019 After consulting with the IM Admin 
and a number of the ministerial team, 
we decide not to make an offer. The 
agent responds the next day 
indicating that there may be some 
leeway regarding the price. 

 

27.09.2019 We are invited by Joe and attend a 
first consultation meeting (together 

Agreement is reached that we 
continue the conversation and 
seek to employ the services of 
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with 6 other churches and faith 
groups). 

an architects’ firm in order to 
produce a master plan to be 
presented to the Council. 

27.09.2019 Pr. Dan calls a meeting of the Dublin 
pastors and elders for 3 October to 
explore the now 3 options on the 
table (i.e. Damastown, Lucan, and 
Walkinstown). 

Due to some people not 
being available to attend on 
the 3rd, the meeting is 
postponed to the 13th of 
October.  

05.10.2019 We receive the Surveyors’ report for 
the Lucan property (Annexes 6 & 7). 

 

06.10.2019 Earl expresses concerns re the Lucan 
property: (1) flood risk, (2) mechanical 
and electrical repairs, toilets refurb, 
gas boiler, (3) essential repair lists for 
the two buildings, (4) change of use. 

Earl: “As discussed, we need 
to ensure purchase is subject 
to obtaining permission to 
use for worship”. 

08.10.2019 We instruct our solicitors to place an 
offer on the Lucan property. Email to 
Julie Fitzgerald: “After much 
searching, we’d like to make a formal 
offer subject to obtaining permission 
to change use to include place of 
worship; our offer is for 
€1,025,000.00”. 

 

09.10.2019 Julie Fitzgerald, our solicitor, 
expresses numerous concerns after 
reviewing the Surveyors’ report re 
Lucan property amongst which (1) it is 
a protected structure, which means it 
would limit us greatly, (2) structural 
concerns regarding the large steel 
pillar and steel beams, (3) flooding 
risk, (4) tenants already occupying the 
premises, (5) possibility of asbestos 
materials.  

The fact that the building is 
protected limits the sanctuary 
space to a maximum of 100-
120 people.  

13.10.2019 Meeting with Dublin pastors and 
elders. In attendance are also two 
members of the newly appointed IM 
Executive Committee, namely Jonny 
Cioloca (also an elder in the Romanian 
church) and Jeason Kanagara. Three 
options are presented: (1) Damastown 
project, (2) Lucan property, (3) 
Walkinstown property. The gathering 
votes to recommend to the IM 
Executive Committee to continue to 
pursue the Lucan property (i.e. make 
another offer).  

 

14.10.2019 Meeting with Joe McPeake and all 
parties interested in the Damastown 
project. Scott Tallon Walker Architects 
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are chosen to put together a master 
plan for the Fingal County Council 
(FCC). 

16.10.2019 We are informed that the offer has 
been rejected and no offers subject to 
planning permission would be 
considered. 

This meant that we’d have to 
buy the property before 
being sure that it can be used 
as a place of worship. 

23.10.2019 The Planning and Conservation 
Department confirm that the entire 
property is covered by the protected 
structure status. 
We are also informed that the agents 
received another offer of 
€1,050,000.00 on a straight sale basis. 

To date (24 April 2020) the 
building is still for sale (it 
hasn’t been bought). 

27.10.2019 Meeting of the IM Executive 
Committee. A presentation is given 
with pros and cons on both options. 
After adequate time is given for 
discussion, the committee votes 
unanimously to withdraw from the 
Lucan property option and to continue 
to explore the Damastown project.  

Documentation regarding 
both properties (including the 
Surveyors’ reports) had been 
uploaded on the portal and 
could be studied well in 
advance before the meeting. 

04.11.2019 Meeting with Pr. Christian and Dublin 
West church elders to give them an 
update and details on why the IM 
Executive Committee decided to 
proceed with the Damastown project 
and not to place any more offers on 
the Lucan property. 

 

07.11.2019 Meeting with the architects to give 
them our requirements.  

 

20.11.2019 Meeting with Dr. Richard Pershing, 
Director of the Centre for Conflict 
Resolution from La Sierra University, 
USA. 

Discussed the possibility of 
hosting the Centre for 
Conflict Resolution Europe in 
the new building, which could 
translate into financial support 
towards the building. 

21.11.2019 Meeting with the Emerald Foundation 
Board in Loma Linda, USA. 

Presented the religious hub 
project and received 
indication of forthcoming 
financial support. 

05.01.2020 Update on Damastown Project 
presented to the IM Executive 
Committee. 
The Committee voted to appoint a 
Dublin Building Project (DBP) 
subcommittee at the next meeting on 
03.05.2020. To this end, each church 
in Dublin is asked to elect two people 
to represent them on the said 
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committee (the Boards would elect 
them). 

06.03.2020 Meeting with Joe, the other religious 
groups and the architects and discuss 
a first draft master plan proposal 
accepted, in principle, by the Fingal 
Council. 

 

12.03.2020 Update on Damastown Project is 
presented to the BUC Executive 
Committee (as a matter of 
information). 

 

14.04.2020 Meeting online with Joe, the religious 
groups, and the architects who 
present the final draft of the master 
plan to be presented to Fingal County 
Council. 

 

16.04.2020 An update on the DBP is given to the 
IM pastoral team via a Zoom meeting. 

The pastors have been kept 
informed throughout the 
project. 

17.04.2020 Pr. Dan posts an informative Video on 
IM Facebook page and speaks about 
the DBP. 

 

19.04.2020 Dublin Romanian church sends a letter 
to the Executive Committee informing 
them that they won’t support the 
project and that they won’t send 
representatives to sit on the DBP 
subcommittee (Annexe 8). 

 

21.04.2020 Dublin West church sends a letter to 
the Executive Committee informing 
them that they won’t support the 
project and that they won’t send 
representatives to sit on the DBP 
subcommittee (Annexe 9). 

 

03.05.2020 Irish Mission Executive Committee 
meets and discusses the DBP 
proposal. It is voted that a consultative 
meeting be called where both Dublin 
and Irish Mission-wide representation 
is sought for further dialogue 
regarding the proposal. NOTE: IM 
Executive Committee members and 
BUC administration would be present 
at the said meeting. 

 

05.05.2020 IM Admin committee meeting takes 
place and Sunday, 31 May is set aside 
for the consultative meeting as 
directed by the Executive Committee. 
The Session representation matrix 
would be applied for a cap of 50 
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participants/delegates. Due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown 
restrictions, the meeting would be 
take place online via Zoom.  

07.05.2020 IM pastoral team meeting takes place 
in the presence of the IM Admin 
committee members. The 
recommendation is made that the 
meeting of 31 May be for the Dublin-
wide representation, before having a 
meeting with IM-representation. The 
IM Execom is informed and asked to 
amend the action accordingly. 

 

 
 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

 

Figure 17: Latest Damastown Project Masterplan 

Annexe 10 is the latest Damastown Avenue masterplan which the architects 
prepared for the Fingal County Council. As per proposal, the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church building would be part of a 6 churches and faith groups religious campus. 
Each entity would receive a piece of land (we have been assigned 5,175m2 overall 
site area). The land would be leased for a minimum of 99 and a maximum of 999 
years (to be negotiated). Leasing out land, compared to selling Council land, is the 
norm in Dublin. What does it mean? Could we be evicted in the future or lose the 
land once the leasing agreement comes to an end? Could the Council impose 
restrictions on our activities and prevent us from preaching our message? Let’s take 
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it one by one: As mentioned above, leasing is the preferred practice of Councils in 
Dublin in order to ensure that entities stick to the purpose for which the buildings 
have been acquired; for as long as we use the building for church services and 
ministry as outlined in a contract still to be drawn, by law, the Council cannot 
‘reposes’ the land; we’d still enter in a buy-sell agreement which means that we’d 
have to pay for the land (granted, a better fee). So, there is no danger of losing the 
land. As for preaching our message – there are no restrictions imposed by the 
Council on what message we preach; the same laws apply as for the Dublin 
Ranelagh Church and we’d do our best at all times to protect and defend our 
religious rights and freedoms! 

The project entails that our church would be part of a campus of churches 
and faith groups (i.e. Hindu temple, Muslim mosque, Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Indian Catholic Church, Pentecostal church, and Romanian Pentecostal church). This 
means that groups would share a Community Centre, sporting facilities, and 
parking; the costs for the Community Centre and the astro turf football pitch would 
be shared by all and we’d pay for 125 parking bays. Also, the campus would be 
managed and security provided by a management company for which we’d have to 
share ongoing costs as well. A memorandum of understanding would be negotiated 
with all partners in order to agree on logistical matters, respecting of worship times, 
etc. All these negotiations and agreements would need to be done and legally 
agreed upon before any contracts are signed. 

 
What could the building include? 

 
This project would allow us to maximise the limited resources we have and it could 
include the following (please note that this is a wish list and that further consultation 
could bring changes; such a list would inform the architects on what kind of 
structure we’d need):  

1. Church/sanctuary with a capacity of 300-400 people; 
2. Youth hall/facilities (it could be a multipurpose sports’ hall); 
3. Wellness and Community Services Centre (which could include a 

restaurant, consulting rooms, facilities for ACS Dublin, etc); 
4. Media Centre; 
5. Adventist Discovery Centre Ireland; 
6. Life Source Book Centre (books and wholesale food); 
7. Creche (using the Sabbath School Children’s rooms); 
8. Irish Mission Head Office (as required by the Charities Regulator – offices, 

boardroom, training room/s); 
9. Centre for Conflict Resolution Europe (in partnership with the Centre for 

Conflict Resolution from La Sierra University, USA). 
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Why such a big project?  

The project is not as big as some people from our Church fear as it could be built as 
a double storey building (thus reducing costs). Moreover, as our funds are limited, 
we’d need to plan expenditure wisely; for instance, refurbishments and upgrades to 
existing buildings can be quite expensive; it would also be much more costly to add 
an extension for an extra 100 people at a later stage than to cater for it during initial 
construction. Is this the right time to engage in such a project? Many property 
market people believe so, as the Covid-19 crisis would cause a drop in 
property/land prices; also, because the common and parking areas have the status 
of ‘open’ or ‘public’ land. 

 
This is a project which looks at the big picture of the church’s corporate 

needs and the potential for witness and community service; it also peers into the 
future. As Seventh-day Adventist Christians, we seek to be prepared in our lives and 
characters for Jesus’ return; we are advised to be ready as if He were coming back 
tomorrow, but plan long-term for mission. Additionally, such a project would 
facilitate and accommodate bringing to our shores ministries and resources which 
we have been asking for for a long time and it would enable us to partner with 
various ministries in providing unique and innovative programmes for our youth and 
community at large as well as inject capital (please see Annexe 11 and study 
carefully the two proposals forwarded to us by the Centre for Conflict Resolution, 
USA). Furthermore, it could provide employment opportunities for our church 
members (in the books’ store, creche, and restaurant).  

Why should we be part of a multi-faith project? 

This would be a first for Europe but not for our Church; a similar project, under 
similar circumstances, was done in Dubai (UAE) where the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is part, geographically, of a conglomerate/campus of churches (Annexe 12). 
Nonetheless, we do understand the concern of those fearing to engage in a project 
where our identity could possibly be absorbed or compromised. Let us first clarify 
what this project is not: it is not an ecumenical initiative or a marriage between 
church and state; it is simply a matter of sharing scarce resources. Why do we think 
we should embrace this as an opportunity and not see it as a dangerous prospect? 
Here are some of the reasons: (1) this project will receive a lot of exposure and 
media coverage; in other words, it would give us a platform to make ourselves and 
what we stand for known; (2) we all know that the Church is relatively unknown and 
hardly visible in Dublin and Ireland; this project would be the flagship of our church 
and thus put us on the map; (3) Ireland is a very different place compared to where 
most of us (members in the Dublin churches) come from; yes, it would have been 
preferable to be assigned a separate piece of land (as initially sought), but what if 
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this is meant to be better, to bring us out of isolation and into the forefront of 
community service? (4) once again, this is not an ecumenical project and it is not a 
church-state marriage – we would never agree to or sign anything in that respect. 
Also, we would ensure that our worship times and spaces are respected (as 
mentioned earlier, through a memorandum of understanding) and we’d endeavour 
to extend the same courtesy to our neighbours. Speaking of neighbours, the other 
churches and faiths would be situated geographically next to us; currently, both the 
Romanian and Dublin West churches worship inside other churches, such are the 
circumstances and limitations here in Dublin; (5) we find that this would be the ideal 
location for a Centre of Influence and a fulfilment of the counsel to be “in the world, 
but not of the world”; it would be a place of service to others; (6) light shines 
brightest in the dark; (7) both Daniel and John wrote from captivity and their 
prophetic voices are still being heard today; in the same way, our prophetic voice 
could be heard loud and clear, for we’d never compromise on our message and our 
mission!  

 

FINANCES 

We have been constantly made aware of the immediate needs of the 
congregations in Dublin which are without a place of worship of their own. In truth, 
we wish for nothing more than to be able to facilitate the purchase or building of 
more than one church in Dublin. Yes, we agree with the members who state that the 
Dublin West and Dublin Romanian churches are long overdue in procuring their 
own places of worship. However, as things stand now, the Mission does not have 
the necessary funds for such projects and the churches themselves have only 
recently started saving towards building funds. Moreover, the Mission does not 
have a designated development fund and it has never had one. The administration 
plans to initiate such a fund once the SDACI re-registration process is finalised; we 
would then make a recommendation to the churches to have the gift aid assigned 
to that fund. The money the Mission has in the bank currently cover the pastors’ 
salaries, operational and departmental costs, and evangelism; the organisation also 
disposes of various allocated funds (funds donated and earmarked for special 
projects/activities). 
 

Consequently, the DBP is a Mission funded project. Below is a proposed 
feasible budget compiled by the Irish Mission administration; to it, we plan to add 
local churches and individuals’ contributions (a fund-raising strategy will soon be 
developed and advertised), and oversees financial donations (e.g. Emerald 
Foundation, etc).   
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Figure 18: Draft budget as presented to the Dublin elders and pastors’ meeting (13 October 2019) 

• 13th Sabbath Overflow Offering (actually €264,000.00) has been assigned 
specifically for a second church building in Dublin (English speaking) and a 
Centre of Influence (both in one), and it’s still being held by the TED until the 
project gets off the ground. 

• The administration negotiated with the Galway Church to direct the rent they 
receive from the Educate Together Secondary School, Galway, for the 
Galway School building (which is now an SDACI property), as payment for a 
mortgage loan. 

• The internal loan would come from within one of our allocated funds, namely 
the Emerald Enniskellin Property Fund (We’ve done the same when the Cork 
Church building was purchased and, currently, the Cork Church is paying 
back the loan to the IM on a monthly basis). 

• The administration negotiated with the Galway Church the sale of what used 
to be the Principal’s House ( Boireann Beag House) and which now is rented 
out. The profit from the sale would be shared, with 10% of the sale going 
into the West of Ireland Fund and the rest towards the DBP. 

• We have not yet received gift aid (tax returns) as the charity re-registration 
process is still ongoing. (NOTE: The Executive Committee voted two years 
ago to have the last four years’ gift aid directed to the building project. 
Further negotiations will take place regarding gift aid 2019 and onwards.) 

• A DBP presentation was made to the BUC Executive Committee meeting 
(19.09.2020) and it was voted to give the Irish Mission €50,000.00 grant (gift) 
and €50,000.00 loan (agreeable terms) towards this project. 

• There is the possibility of applying for a loan (if and when needed). 
 

We don’t foresee these funds being enough and, for this reason, while Pr. 
Dan was in the USA (as part of his chaplaincy training with Florida Hospital), he had 
various meetings in order to secure extra funding for this project. Therefore, as far 
as the financing of the DBP is concerned, the following needs to be noted: (1) none 
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of these funds come from Dublin; in other words, there is no money available, at the 
moment, for building local churches in Dublin (or anywhere else within the Mission); 
(2) there is no precedent (at least in recent history) where Mission funds were used 
for the building of local churches (with the exception of loans or small grants); and 
(3) the existence of such a building would save the Mission a huge sum of money in 
the long run, as we are currently forced to rent facilities and thus spend tens of 
thousands of Euro every year to run youth programmes, administrative and 
evangelistic meetings, training seminars and workshops, and special events. Also, 
churches who currently rent won’t have to pay money to other entities, but rather 
invest in their own building (if they were to take ownership of this project) and 
ministries/mission. 
 

DBP expenses thus far 
 
Herewith below are the main expenses thus far – Annexe 13. (Please note that these 
expenses exclude our solicitors’ fees – which are included in a unified bill for all their 
services, and travel expenses for the IM Treasurer and Executive Secretary – when 
they travelled to Dublin for DBP-related meetings.) 

 
Date Entity paid Services provided Amount (€) 

30.09.2019 Andrew O’Gorman Surveyors Building Survey Report for 
Lucan Liffey Bridge and Hills 
Industrial Estate 

 
2,275.50 

24.02.2020 Scott Tallon Walker Architects Dammastown Project Master 
Plan 

6,150.00 

09.03.2020 McPeake Commercial Agent’s fees 492.00 
Quoted 

(including 
VAT) 

KMCS Construction Project 
and Cost Consultants 

Report re projected cost of 
building 

 
2,400.00 

TOTAL   11,287.50 

Projected costs (see Annexe 14) 
 

Item Nr. Description Amount (€) 
1. Building projected cost - Phase 1 (addressing immediate 

needs – top costing, timeline: up to 3 years from beginning of 
building (ascertained to be summer 2021) 

1,680,000.00 

2. Building projected cost ‘wish list’ (all facilities as per 
conceptual plan) 

4,413,000.00 

3. Estimated cost of the land for our building 202,500.00 
4. Estimated cost of the communal areas and Community Centre 

land 
193,050.00 

5. Quotation of fees for preparation and lodgement of Planning 
Application/s for Site Infrastructure, Estate works and 
Community Centre (it would include Design of Community 

 

49,120.00 
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Centre and cost projection of communal area and Community 
Centre). 

6. Cost projection of communal area and Community Centre 
building 

TBD 

7. Architects fees for design of our building (Phase 1) TBD 
8- .   

Notes to projected costs 

Items 1 & 2: We used the conceptual plan from 2014/2015 in order to maximise 
surface land allotment and also so that we can accommodate a comprehensive 
spectrum of facilities and ministries for the ‘wish list’ plan. KMCS Construction Project 
and Cost Consultants prepared the projected building costs on a comprehensive 
scale of expenses thus making provision for all envisaged costs (it includes allowance 
for furniture, and preliminaries and contingency allowance). Upon discussions with 
their team, it was agreed that significant savings can be made through having a 
specific building design, subcontracting labour and expertise, choice of materials and 
finishes, etc. Also, they indicated that the land surface would allow us for a Phase 2 
and/or Phase 3 which could be an extension to the phase one building OR a separate 
building (second church and/or youth centre, a shop and other facilities) as there 
would be adequate land space, infrastructure and parking provision). 
Items 3 & 4: This is the agent’s informed liberal estimate. 
Items 5 & 6: This is a quotation which covers the almost comprehensive work in shared 
costing for communal areas (landscaping & parking) and the Community Centre 
(which could be built either concurrently or after completion of individual places of 
worship).  
Item 7: Contract architects to design a building which would address our immediate 
needs and reflect the Mission’s financial resources. 
Items 8-: Miscellaneous (to be determined as the Project unfolds).  
 
 

TENTATIVE COMPLETION TIMELINE 

(1) Received projected cost for land on Friday, 8 May. 
(2) Received quotation for projected cost of shared areas and Community 

Centre + work pertaining to Planning Application on Monday, 25 May. 
(3) Received projected cost for the building on Thursday, 28 May. 
(4) Architects to lodge planning application for common areas and shared 

facilities (+ individual entities, if they so wish), by November. 
(5) Have detailed designs done by Project’s architect/s done by January 2021. 
(6) Start building during summer of 2021 (each individual building needs to be 

completed within 3 years, thus the latest date for completion would be 
during the summer of 2024). 
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CURRENT MOTIVATION 

In addition to the first two initial scopes of the project, i.e. (1) a second church 
building for the growing Dublin membership, and (2) a second Centre of Influence 
in Dublin, and based on the current needs as highlighted in the Proposal thus far, 
the Irish Mission administration sees the need and urgency to add three more 
objectives, namely, to provide (3) head office space for the organisation (as 
required by the Charities Regulator), (4) adequate facilities for nurture for and 
ministry to the youth within and outside the Church, and (5) a centre-base for 
ministry and services to the larger community. 

Where we are at the moment 

We are still in the exploration phase and at the table of dialogue. Within a matter of 
days (May 2020) the architects’ masterplan final draft will be presented to the FCC. 
The Council would then revert to us with their feedback. The logistical 
memorandum of understanding still needs to be discussed and agreed upon. We’d 
then need to contract an architects’ firm to provide us with building plans according 
to the needs provided by the DBP subcommittee (once voted). Then, there will be 
the long process of various surveyor studies to be conducted, land leasing 
negotiation, and so on. As of now, we have signed no contracts and we can 
withdraw from this project at any time. 

Clarification notes 

1. All churches, companies, and groups currently renting premises in Dublin are 
invited to be part of and take ownership of this Project; this also includes the 
‘overflow’ of members from Dublin Ranelagh Church. 

2. The vision is for a new church to be organised and leadership to be chosen 
from within the newly formed congregation.  

3. The churches currently functioning as organised entities may choose to join 
the new congregation or have a core of members continue to minister as the 
said churches, thus preserving their identity and ministry scope. 

4. This is an Irish Mission driven Project. 
5. The Mission invites Dublin members to work in partnership with the Mission, 

thus, facilitating the opportunity for the newly formed congregation to 
determine their own means of functionality as a local church; the Mission 
would then take full responsibility (financially and otherwise) for its own 
offices and facilities/institutions/ministries.  
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6. A memorandum of understanding between the Mission and the new 
congregation would determine the terms of the partnership and the financial 
implications it carries. 

7. The new congregation could be formed at the onset of the project thus 
enabling the new local church to influence and determine their own interests 
and preferences (capacity of congregation, sanctuary and other facilities’ 
layout and finishes, etc). 

It is our appeal, as Irish Mission administration, that we embrace this rare and 
unique opportunity for growth and outreach without fear, and that we rely on the 
Lord’s continued guidance and inspiration as we go forth. We believe that God is 
inviting our Church in Dublin to pioneer a new way for mission, to think European, 
and to step out in faith and be innovative, for both God’s glory and His Church. It is 
our desire that many people be reached with our message of hope, peace, and 
wholeness, and with the good news of Christ’s soon return. We believe that this 
Project would go a long way in doing that. 

“Plans are established by seeking advice; so, if you wage war, obtain guidance.” -
Proverbs 20:18 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with 
My eye upon you.” -Psalm 32:8 
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